This is MR WALTER PIZZEY, of 4 Stafford Court, East Ivanhoe, and it is

7th February, 1983.

Right, go ahead Mr. Pizzey.
What have I got'to day.
Just start telling me about when you were living in Fairfield, or wherever
it was.
Now, I was born in Diamond Creek, 24th July, 1896, the fifth of
a family of nine. At that time my father was president of the
Shire of Heidelberg and his business was in Fitzroy, where he stayed
all week excepting Saturday when he arrived home about 8.00 p.m., and
left again on Monday morning at 4.00 a.m., so that he could have
the business opened up by 8.00 a.m.
I am interested in why your father stayed away all week.
It was because he had his business there. Now I don't suppose you
want the story altogether. Went down to 17 pounds per week and he
had to pay rent of the shop and rent of his house, run a pony and
cart for the business, and he had a journeyman, that is a business
employee and a boy and had to keep his father's family as well.
Did he travel back and forth from Diamond Creek to Fitzory with his horse
and cart. Of course, it would have been too far for him to travel every
day to the business. Yes, I see.
Not only that, he couldn't spare the time because he used to work
from 6 in the morning until 11 at night, and I said to him "Daﬂ, why do
you stop at 11". He said, "I used to chase the mail cart up to
Fitzory Post Office and drop my letters in his bag". At this time
there was grass in the streets, whole terraces.

In Fitzroy?

Yes, I'm talking of Fitzroy. They used to pay the man, say 1 and 6, / éﬁ
to save the place from being ruined.

vandalism was bad in those days. (j;j—f;)
Worse.

Was that because of unemployment, do you think?
Yes, nobody had a job. They were all unemployed. Married couples
would go to the country and take a job at 2 and sixpence a week, but
weren't they lucky. Becuase they got 2 and sixpence plus bed and
tucker. Now the poor beggars left behind had nothing. Those that

two and sixpence and a job were the wealthy ones.




Was this the original leather.
Yes

Now tell me a little bit about that.
George Pizzey was a Crimean War veteran in about the 50's,
and he was an invalid at home from the Crimean War.

Was this your father you're speaking of?
No I'm talking of George Pizzey, my grandfather. My father was
Alfred, and the conditions out at Crimea were so shocking that,
no doubt, we all know of what Florence Nightingale did.
My grandfather told me, although he didn't meet her, he knew of
the work she was doing because there was nothing in the medical
way. No help whatever. A man had his leg crushed or shot off -
they sawed it off. Four men held him down and then and then they
dipped the rest in tar. There was no attempt at medical
attention and more lost their lives through disease and illness
than killed in mortal combat.

Well, tell me about how the leather business got started.
George Pizzey went home - he was a Sergeant Saddler in the Crimean
War.

Saddler, yes. hGVW\C$3
Sergeant Saddler - making.a*ms. At the war the British Government,
for reasons we will never know, supplied them, when they needed them
with supposedly horses, but they weren't. They were wild, untrained
asses. Grandfather being the saddler, they used to put the mule in a
crush and get the harness on someway and let it go. He said they
used to kick and kick for hours until it came off and Grandpa
said, "I've seen heaps of wonderful .!\@T?\Qﬁi...“. That's the
British Government for you.

Heaps of wonderful harness, what? What happened to the harnesses?
Burned! They could'nt possible mend it. That shows you the stupidity
of them. Grandpa was invalided at home and when he met his father
at Portsmouth, apparently he was so ill that the father said to him,
"Have you seen George Pizzey?". George Pizzey had to tell his father
who he was, and then he settled down with his father again in the
saddlery business that his father had in eastern London. Then he told
us that he couldn't stand sitting behind the bench and something made
him move to Australia about the early 50's. The strange thing about
it was his wife-to-be was living in the Channel Islands with Mum and
five girls. One of those five girls became Mrs. Pizzey eventually.
They came to Australia. Mrs. Ben Dickson, mother of those five girls,

my great grandmother, lost her husband, and how I'll never know, for




some reason or another, she moved from the Channel Islands over
to Portsmouth. In those days being immigrants on the lowest fare,
nothing was supplied except a box or cabinet.

You were telling me about how the business got started in Fitzroy.
Yes. Grandpa, about the mid 50's - 1850 - started business
in Fitzroy, and then went to Geelong where he had business with
Cobb and Co. coaches. He moved to Ballarat and built his business
up considerably, and then reasons best known to him, he moved back
to Fitzroy and founded the business of George Pizzey. Later on
my father joined him and they became George Pizzey and Son Limited.
After my father had the property and home and orchard at Diamond
Creek, for 11 years, we then moved in 1904 to "Lura", Clarke Street,
Northcote, near the corner of High Street - the area being called
Ruckers Hill. At this time, the Mayor of Northcote was Mr. Plant,
and there was Plant's Hotel a little way along High Street, Northcote,
near the Methodist Church. At this time, there were seven in the
family, and then I came along. 1906 and then Freda came along, now
Mrs. Bond, of Stratford, England. I went to Northcote State School
for one year.

Northcote State School?
Yes, Northcote State School, for one year and then, with my brothers
were sent to the Fairfield School, because Mrs. Bridebard, the wife
of Reverand Bridebard, told my mother that we should be sent to
Fairfield because Mr. Sev;re was such a good man. For the whole of
that period, the only thing he did was to bash, especially the
little ones, with a four foot STR B . Not a sign of any
christian feeling. In 1908 we moved to Darebin Road, Northcote.

What's the name? -

o

Benﬁenutd.“>A very big home, beautifully ......cecveeeee
BEwNvVen yta
Will you tell me what it was built like. What number was it is in Darebin
Road?
It never had a number.
It didn't have a number?
Nobody had numbers in those days.
Well, tell me about the architecture of it and what it was like.
That's what I'm trying to tell you. The mantelpieceg throughout
were not only marble, the top shelf was that thick and that deep,
some in white, some in black and so on - marble. Some in brindle,
you know, half way between.
That house was built by your parents?
No, it was built about 1880, and my father bought it from Mr. Trescott,
Mr. Charles Trescott, for 1,800 pounds.




That

was a lot of money then.

You wouldn't get one fireplace for that now.

Well, boys will be boys. We were sent to schoeol, and then entered
into all the usual things - cricket, football, bike riding,
everything that boys do, ate a few guinces when we shouldn't have.

Funny thing, they never gave me a tummy ache.

Can you tell me about it around that area - whether there were any

orchards.

In Benbenuta, Northcote - no. Mr. Archbold lived opposite, later

to become the Mayor of Northcote, but in those days I never knew of
any numbers because the houses were few and far between. They may
have had numbers. Then there was a neighbour called Mr. Smith, and
my brother, Boyce, married Edie, and our neighbour just mentioned,
Mr. Archbold, had a lovely daughter and I married her. My brother,
Tom, took a liking to Miss Britton, another neighbour and he married
her. 1I'll show you them all in a minute. Having a tennis court

at home, we found no .

Did a lot of the neighbours used to come and play tennis?

What

They

Yes, most of them.

about some of the shops? What was in High Street then?

In High Street, most of the shops around about the Methodist Church,
and Bastings Street and Plant's Hotel, and the Town Hall, that's about
it.

were all around.”///;ﬁ E&&Q&6C/k;4 — e )

There were flats in what they call Thornbury now. There was a

e

football ground there too. They used to call themselves the Rose
of Northcote.

Did you know anything about that football team? You didn't belong?

No, yes, we took an interest in it, but we were not players. It doesn't
matter much, but I was walking down with others, probably my wife-to-be,
just down the street, and there was the big football ground over there,
and the boys would be practicing apparently, and with still 100 yards

to go we could smell the eucalyptus. This was 1912. Of course, we
moved to Benbenuta in 1908. R. B. Laurence, the dyer, bought "Lura"
from dad. When I first talked to you about the former, it was right

in the almost centre of the 1890 Depression. What we have today is

not a depression, it is heaven. People just streamed out. They had
nothing, and there were no doles or anything - no help whatever.

If you starved, then that was your bad luck. But there was just
nothing. And as for why my dad took a family up to Diamond Creek,

where they could live off the land hopefully, I can remember him

coming home Saturday night, one night was very rainy, fortunately



trap in. He had one of these o0il skins, and as he stepped out

he left a trail. But he stuck at it for 11 years - summer, winter

or spring. The 1890 Depression, so far as I can describe it, there
had never been one like it and there has never been one like it

since. There was always the boom burst. See, Melbourne ran into

a sort of a boom, when everything went up in price and then came

to a stop, and went down terrifically - crashed, absolutely crashed.
But people had to fend for themselves and they did a lot better

than they do today -~ they don't have to fend for themselves, they

get the dole. ‘

PiZzzZEY,

Mr. Claude PizzE?ﬁ my uncle, married Ada Hurst, and her grandpa

was the one Hurst, of Hurstbridge, who was shot by the bush rangers.
Otherwise, I can't remember much about that. You must remember that

I left there in 1904, I was eight years old. So what I'm telling

you happened before I was eight years old. But I have vivid memories.
Because of the terrific depression at that time, there was a stable
for sale. Now, a church for sale, and that is a rather big building,
had it dragged all the way from up there and cost, in position,

big enough for four stalls, harness room, and the man's room in the
loft upstairs, came to 50 pounds.

To have it removed and put on site.
Buying it and having it removed, set on the blocks and everything,
I don't think you could have it set on one block today for 50 pounds.
No way.

From the corner of Clarke Street and High Street, looking towards
Fairfield, the whole area was volcanic - big black stones - and in
winter time, it flooded for anything up to 18 inches deep. There was
no Dennis Station, no houses, no anything there, but the little old
steam engines. Of course, they always put the good carriages going out
to Toorak. But in dear old Heidelberg they literally called them dog
boxes. It was like the tray of a big lorry - four wheels and a bit
of something up top. We all called them dog boxes. The little old
engines were always passed on to the Heidelberg line, so that Toorak
could have the best. These were little "E" engines, and they had

two little front wheels and four driving wheels and two little wheels -
not like all the other engines, they didn't have a tender behind. The
tender was incorporated, and the water tanks were alongside and they
-used to have to £ill them. Well, I wouldn't know, but I would say that

at that time the little engines were at least twenty years old, and

as time went on we got nice lovely, big, long carriages and leather

seating, arm rests. The whole of that area I told you
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about - the glEEE between High Street and the Fairfield Station - *
were not only—gzgctically uninhabited, but they would be as far

as Dundas Street, away up the top of Northcote. An enormous area.
Millions of stones, anything up to that size, I would say there would
be 10 or 12 in the area of this room. Volcanic - how they got

mucked up all over the country, I don't know.

Any orchards?

No - cows.

Cows. Lots of cows?

Yes - no sheep, just cows.

Do ydu know the names of any of the farmers around about?

We had nine children without any doctors. We had the one mid-wife,
Mrs. Huntley, who had one leg and an ugly old wooden crutch, and she
bought us all into the world without any trouble. Mother wouldn't have
a doctor, in fact, I told you about Hurst, didn't I? ©Now, Claude
married Ada, and I was speaking to his daughter just recently, she is a
relative of mine - Ada Bart. Now, the nights something weren't doing,
Mum sent me from BenWenuta down to Bastings Street to ask Uncle Claude
how things were doing. When I got to the door he was in a terrible
state and mumbled something, and you know, a little kid about nine,

I ran all the way back, but too late. By the time Mum got there,

Ada had died.

Huntley was the mid-wife?

One leg and a rough old crutch. I mean, if you went down the street
and bought a bit for this and you cut a little bit and fitted that,

it was exactly there, probably cost two and threepence, and she

used that all the time.

Now, I will tell you an interesting little story. Val came after me,
and Herb came next, and then Cblin@gnd Freda. At the time Val was
born, that was the only gap, g%;é%ﬁgng happened in between but I don't
know what, and Val, in due course, came into the world and everything

beautiful. She used to live there for about three weeks.

The mid-wife?

Yes the mid-wife.

I have heard this before. I didn't realise that that ever happened.

Well, Val came along, now Herb was to come. One day I saw the mid-wife
and she went in, apparently examined everything, and came out, and

I rushed in and said, "Where's the baby?".

Did she just stay there in the hours for three weeks.

And she always made the géé}l for mother.
qrarel £

Visi
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And what else did she do? Did she look after the baby?
Everything like that, but nothing whatever to do. We always
had help. You see, believe it or not, Lew Shan Hun in the family, P
still the;g,rgt ;EE_EE§*§i§ggggg a week. Now mum only had two .
pounds a week wi;h a family of seven, and we had everything. T
Q;‘fed well, but you couldn't buy anything in the packets. If wyou éf:;Z
wantgg,a\pgund,9&L&xﬁtter7»yoﬁ\waﬁted a poundef sugar. When the o <¥zt/
baby was coming along, say six or seven months, Dad always gave '/?37&24é“

4 ',‘
’/% cﬁng, Are¥ a beautiful dressing gown, or wrapper, a lovely girdle with

bobbles on it and Mum used to look great.
Your mother was a hard worker, I suppose?
Never stopped. Harder than that. To give you an idea, now she
knitted our socks or stockings, she knitted our singlets, she made
our shirts, she made our pants.
Did she have home help, you said?
I told you, she had Lew Shan Hun, a Chinese lady. Lew Shan Hun -
the family is still there.
Lew Shan Hun's family still live at Diamond Creek.
I play bowls with one of them.
Who is that relation to the one that lived in at your place - home help -
would that be the great grandparents.
Yes, either great or great great.
I've got a little bit about the ANA on another tape, so you can tell me
something about that.
Very well known names like George Reeves, ask me later about those,
I'll think back. George Reeves was a well-known politician having
a meeting in Fitzroy, at the hustings.
Where?
Hustings.
Hustings?
That's the way you say political meetings. It really means saying at
the hustings having a meeting, and you don't have to say anything
else. One chap down the back of the hall kept saying "You're a
two-faced coward", and George Reeves stood it for a while, I would
think he was the top politician of Australia and he looked at him and
said, "Easy seeing you're not two-faced, you left that one at home".
I would say that was said about 1890.
So they abused one another then.
I would say, in general, that it was pretty bad, because the politician,
Cook, was a Liberal, and the opposition, I can see it now, their office
in High Street, Northcote, had a caricature of Cook. He had a long nose

and this face.with-a long pose and the body of a greyhound.



How on earth can people do that? I don't care what side he's on.
Dad was president and, of course, in those days it was "D" Association
and was very popular. Apart from that, I don't know.
They had a very big membership, didn't they.
Today you have hundreds of them and none worthwhile. It was first
set up in Fitzroy, and we used to go shooting on the Collingwood
flats, it was all under water a good part of the year. I shot many,
3\ many ducks there. o
You used to go duck shooting?
Pa took his first miner's selection up at Diamond Creek. He/ggld.me
on two or three occasions that he saw aborigines, three or four at
a time, with their boomerangs, or something, but he never had personal
contact - but he saw them.
They were still around there then? That would be, what, 18507
I can give you the exact year. 1860.
About 18607
My granddad stayed up there. No, my mistake, 1880. When Dad stayed
up at Diamond Creek, my dad made a speech about his wonderful father,
and all that, and meet again in the 90's. Grandpa got up and said,

"I know what friends mean”.
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er living in ‘uckland for a little over four years and
becaoming samewhat hamesick, .'va, R“on snd I returred to Yelbourne
about the end of “ebruary, 1924, - e had a very good stesmer
crossing to Sydney where fad met and accompanied us on the train
trip to lpencer Street. Mother and members of my family and “va's
were weiting to greet us. Ron was a very lovely baby of two and

~as the centre of interest in our little :clcoming party.

In those days business was very tough with Geos Plzzey & lon Ltd.
and I acon found that my new job at Fitzroy was to be very ariuocua
and exccting and remained so right up to the bveginning of the 1939
ware furing 211 tlis period it weas most difficult to make zoney,
snd for many of these years G,FP. & S. paid no ordinary dividends.

e socn became very husy with war contracts ete., and although prices
were ixed our turnover increased rapidly and the small profits
anounted to sufficient to allow the payment of small dividends which

were increased from time to time right up to the present 1%,

Vaal and ins were married on 29th Maroh, 1924, in the Prince of

“ales Park Methodist Chureh, Worthocote.

“va and I decided to build a little four roomed house at
20 Park Street (now Latham Street) Ivanhoe, and while waiting for
this to be completed we lived in Uncle Charlie's house opposite the
Ivanhoe Station, as Uncle and Aunt were away on a trip to U.K. and
Europee Later we moved to "Rockbare”, Uncle Frank's house, for a
few weeks while the F.P's were absent on a manth's holiday.

I think it was sbout January, 1925, when we moved into our new
home in Park Street, and Eva made it very nice and comfortable inside.
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I tried, without very mich success, to make a garden which
included laying ¢onerete paths and drive, over which I built a

pergola which still stends today = L5 years laters

"hen “on waa about five we sent him to Ivanhoe Crammar which

was just a storne's throw away. Cne of Ron's little friends hers

was Joan Zcotte

ibout this period pnematis tyres were first introduced te
heavy motor trucks and buses. Geo. Piszey & Son then had a very
heavy war time Leyland truck with solid tyres. Tom told me that
the representative of the Dunlop Campany who tock our order for the
change over to pneumatics, gusrsnteed that the truck would te worm
out before the tyress This is Jjust what ocourred, and ascon f{ew
80l1d tyres were to be seen. Actually pneumatics proved to be
cheaper and much longer lasting than the otherse.

In 1927 Yarjorie was borne She was a lovely little girl and
usually very Leppye Eva and I were proud of our two childrem snd
derived s sreat desl of pleasure from seeing tham making their
little ways in the world. About 1930 Preda very kindly came to
20 Park Street and took a movie film of ocur hame and femily.

Just recently (13/4/1970) I showed this film at Marjorie's hame.
Her wonderful girls loved seeing their mother shen she was about
two years old °’

All too soon this very happy state came te & suddem ends Eva
had not been well for some years and in 1932 Deve Charles Litilejobn
decided on & dowel operation whish, slthough susecessful at first,
was the csuse of her death om 28th July, 1932,

The whole bottom dropped cut of cur happy little world and we
three were terridly sed and droken hearted,

A M o

ey
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Tom and Ivy were very kind and insisted an us going to live with
them at thelr lovely home in the “yrie, Zaglemont. ion had a great
time hers and leamt to ride the sonies. In gy mind's eye I can see
him riding his mount flat out over the peddocka, Ivy was very very
good to my children and I have repeatedly said that if there was eny
difference in her care of the two femilies, it was in favour of

Ron and larj.

Treda snd John Bond were married at lMont Clare in 1932.

3efore “va's death I had not knowm Aldie .cott but she knew
“va 2nd at this sad time she wrote me a asincere letter of condolence,
hich I have kept until this daye In 1928 Aldie hed lost her
husbend (Ray), so it was not to be unexpected that Aldie and I
should come together, especially as this was encouraged quite openly
by Tom and Ivy who knew that Aldie was living in loneliness almg
with Johne Te were married in 1934 and we five lived in Aldie's
nice hause at 88 Taterdale Road until a year or so later when we
built a larger residence st the corner of 7aterdales Road and Lathsa
Street, Ivenhoss This wes in 1937 and little did we know of the
approech of the terrible second world war of 1939-45 which was soon

to engulf uas,

Jaln and Rom were now going to Tealey and MHarjerie to M.L.C.,
and all too soan again cur happiness was to be shsttered whem firs¢
Ron and then Jobn Jjoined the A.I.Fe Several yesrs were to elapse
before we saw them safely home againe VWhat a wasts of young
Australism lifej what carnege resulted from this dresdful wer,
Poar ald EFngland’s young men were slaughtered in thoussnds and her
wealth and trade were ruined., If viotory had not come to the
Allies, all would soom have been in a shosking state if Hitler hed
bean shle to enforee his orasy ideclogiss upom us alle

e e oo g
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Irve and Stella were married in 1937 Irv. was very ill
about this time and Stella has had, on and off, a very sick

hisband right up to the present,

(n 28th August, 1942, my father died a,ed 78 years and 3 months
after a8 long, cruel illness. He suffered greatly with atrophy of
the muscles which gradually completely paralyzed him and brought
about his death, [Near the end his throat was so affected that he
cauld not swallow any nourishment and, as he could not spesk, he
was unable to cammunicate with hia dear oneses “hat a wonderful

father e had teen to us all,

‘n bth Yay, 1943, Yother died - only about eight months after
Prther's deastl.e Mother had suffered for some years froa disbetes,
which wes the cause of her death a few days after her 7/th birthday.

A very dnd, capable and loving mother to all of usa,

In 1944, feeling that 84 Fatsrdasle Road was too big for us, we
took up our temporary sbode in Thackray Street, North Balwyn, while
waiting for the wartime building restriotions to esse and allow us
to build in Summit Drive. Karjorie did not liks the house im
Thackrey Street aone little bit; im fact she called it "Stinkydora" =

whatever that meant,

After Marjorie left N.L.C. in 1944 she enrolled at the Roysal
Melboumne Technisal Collere (later to become the ReM.I.T.) to do a
course as an Occupational Therepy Teshnisel Assistents In 1947 she
taught hendereft at Ormiston C. of X, Cirls' Cremmar Schoal, Kont
Albert, snd also at the Royal Childrem'’s Hospitsl as woluntary
assistent to the school tescher who taught oraf't work to the
childrens At the same time Marjorie spent scme nonths part time
aé Rockinghsm Hospital for Retumed Soldiers a8 a Red Cross Alde,
1948 found hew uay as & dental murse for Mr. Stoney, plus more
teashing at Ormiaston and afterwards at the Heldelderg Repatriation

Hospitel vhere she tock charege of the vottery shop.

N 5 e it e
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1945 on and John returned home fram the “ar about 1945 srd

Ton & Jom
home from certainly we were then overcrowded at Thackray Street, although the
ths war

position was relieved a little mhen "on and Pat were married on

19th Cctoder, 1946 at V'ealey Chapels

coan after this Xother and larjorie went locking for sometining
better in the way of a house and found a nice place in Castle Stireet,
Heidelberg, which we moved into in 1947.
1248 Cn B8th sugust, 1948, Jenette, our first of seven grandchildrem,
Tantte was borne ('he wes a lovely baby and grew into a very fine young
lady %o meke a beautiful bride on 31st Jenuary, 1970, when she and

Richard Cay were married.

1950 dapjorie =2nd P1 were married from Castle Street om 19th April,
Yarjorie
married 1950, at Helbourne Grssmar Chapele I have a nice colour film of

this tcken by Baycee Ve should soom lock agein at this wonderful

record of a very pretty wedding.

1950 ‘nile at Castle Street Hother and I planned a besutiful new
8 Summit Drive
home, and in 1950 when the wartime building restrictions were
lifted, this was tuilt at 8 Summit Drive, Taglemont, on a fine bloock
which Aldie had purchased a year or two earlier,
195 On 7th December, 1951, Merjorie's first daughter, Sally Arne,
Sally bern
was bom and we have very proudly watahed her successful progress
right through her sehocling and inte her nursing cereer, lother

end I both feel she will become very dedicated to her profesaiom.

i

1952 John lived with us at Sumait Drive for approximately six’
Jobn and Judy
sarried nonths, end om 24th Moy, 1952, July ad Jobm were very happlly I

married at Ballarst. Yor several years they resided in Mountaia
rum.mu.m.mhmumwﬁm

Thev now heave & heautiful home 12 Srendview gme, Rosanna,

PN a5k gy g e s
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Amd.n‘ /monda put in her welcome appearance at this period, and now,

8/8/55 17 years later we find her always so very loving to Mother and mee.
Recently she mentioned that later she =may attend the R.¥.I.T. where
I feal sure she will do very well.

DPebra Uebra was born on 4th lecember, 1553, I have found her to

4/12/53
be always very bright and friendly and she is fast growing into a

fine lady. Rom and Pat should be justly proud of her.

Creina Creina came along on 19th November, 1955, and she is developing

19/11/55
splendidly. “e all love her.

(;;'7 Gary, borm 3lat December, 1955, is now doing well at Ivanhoe

12/55
Crammar ichool, and as the future unfolds I believe he will go am
to become a successful and worthy citizen of Melbourne. He is
growing repidly from manth to month, and Pi is now the only one of
our fifteen taller than Cary.

1956 In 1956 Aldie and I with Vesl and Fdna spent six months overseas
on a world tour, and for those interested -y iiary covering our
wanderings msy be had at Stafford Court,

Wendy On 27th August, 1958, Yendy was bormne <Che is progressing very

27/8/1958

well at s@hool and next year I belisve she ia to attend the Ivanhoe

Girls' Gremmar Schoole She is always s sweet and happy little girl

and will no doubt continue to do very well at her atudies.

Stafford After eleven years at Summit Irive we decided to make snother

Cours
move, and an selling at s very nice figure we bought aur preseat

block at No. 4 Stafford Courte After spending abaut twelve manths

P RS s en

in Doncsster Rosd while cur new home was being tuilt, we moved ia
early in November, 1962, Ve 1like this home and garden and have now ;
spen$ nearly edght happy years here. |

1965 Rus Seott died on Fth FPedruery, 1965, after s very severe heart
attack, when he waa anly 63 years of age.
1967 At the and of August, 1967, I retired from Geo., Pissey & Som Lid{.

R

after 51 years of servise and many happy associations with the ‘{
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Compeny nnd staffe All these yesars were filled with conastant,
axacting =nd splendid employment. 8 I began working in 1511 I
astually spent 58 years in earning ry living, which, I am glad to

s8ay, =3 not without a great deal of happiness,

Tinally of all those dear to me, now with us snd those who
have pazaed on, I wish to record that their goodness and mercy have
been lavishly bestowed on me all the days of my life, for which I
am deeply grateful. For over 36 yeers :ldie huas been a very loving
wife snd she has alwmays spent herself most willingly smd cepebly in
making a wanderful home for me. Her kindnesa and love have been
generausly and contimiously bestowed on a1l the grandghildren who
have always responded to this by showing their deep affection for

har,

A



| | 29th August, 1967.
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pcrinds hell seven direntorships i

o
o
oy
o)

. o
|
4

L b b

=S

e Lor various
v corpanies,

[ IR
wn
«
6]
Ur = cr
1= Lt
(0]
- O

‘__4
(o)
u
fod
joR

I am tremeniosusly than<ful to the company for this
reriod of s;lenuld uElO’W nt durinz which I have seen Geo.
Tizzey X 5nn Ltd. grow into a fine covpnny held in highest
rezard in all its business connections. I thin: the hardest
years were those in the early thirties when we str“'vle4
throuzh the very severe depression of that period, Diff-
icult years but we zot through them without losing money.

;
() (')

In thesc hari tires 7c00d welt shoes could be
rurchased from Ivor Trescowthick at 11/6d. a pair and from
Joyce % ‘lowe at 12/6d. - sirilar footwear today at 318 or
319 a pair is no better.

It is ny wish at this ti-e to ma'ie srecial nmention
of =y late father (lr. 4.3. Plzzey) who you will acknowlcdge
pioneered and laild the firm foundations of this company {rom
which we are, all now enjoyinsz substantial benefits. OCur
Nlew Zealand and Sydney businesses alsc were cormenced by him,

I am narticularly grateful to my ifellow dircctors
and staff, past and present, who throuzh all these years have
given me kindly and courteous consideration. I can thinx of
several who have been ny companions for nearly as long as I
have been here btut not one remains of those tho were here when
I commenced as cashier for the company. My brother Geoff
taught me that job but left for Sydney in 1926. ‘/hen I start-
ed, our travellers used horses and buggies and all our del-
iveries were made by horse drawn venicles.

I have seen many changes in what is regarded as
"conventional” shoe manufacturinz. Now we hzve plastic and
extruded footwear. 3Soling and urper materials other than
leather are Lteing :-=2d in ever increasia; quantities and the
footwear industry is ;assing through a pn“iod of considerable

change. However, our diversifications, away from leather, so
wisely entered into by our directors, past and present, are
now standing us in very zood stead.

Great names in the shoe trade werete=

FPitman.
Spicer.
Hellingse.

A, Williams,
Sharwood.
Marshall.
Trescowthick.
Hansen.
Llewellyn.
Harkness.
Parker and many others all of whom have

gone having been replaced by abler and more vigorous footwear _

nanntacturers.

B ey



I can r-call awzy back in the =arly years of this
century the two sm~ll shops with resilences, ‘o3, 3. and 3ubé
3runswick St., where J.r. @ 5. was founded i~ 12%,, lly brother
Jeoff was bhern ot Lo, S5 in 1774,

ipout 1229 two guits
and 342 next loor but ora, o
vears the third and l=r-cr sh

"lockup" shops Tos. 338
i and 7ithin a2 very few
2 -ras occupied.

535 crew 37 racilly that tefore long these

e business gre > rapidly
.ronises were iterally bursting at the seams and in l9lu the
rrescnt Jarehouse {not inzluding the .rgyle street building)

;as erect:d at the cost of £45090. Grandpa (Geo. Fizzey) re-
marked at the tire '"this building shou’d be large enough for
all time". Yet 1n 1920 the floor area was doubled by the
addition of tre ‘‘rryle oStrcet premises.

411 our otrer Denartrents a1 Cubsiliaries were
alled si~zca 1903 when DJan Top started our LeatL:rgoods De=-
partoent and whnat a money svinner this has been for nearly
60 years? . few years later thie /eltin: and stuffeoutting
Departments ze¢v launched by Tom and these too made very large
contritutions to our profits ri:ht up to the present.

About 1913 my father in partnershi» wit- Mr., Cansick
took over the Termondsey Tznnery which later = acquired by
the Zopany., IFor many years this was our main earning de-
nartnent,

I arm lookxing forward to the expansion of Mobilco
Ltd. as it may well becore our ~ost i~portant subsidiary.

Please forgive me 1f you have been bored -iith
these details but I could, if I had the ability, write a
booix about the many interesting happeninss in the life of
our company.

And now zood-bye to you all and may the years ahead
bring great prosperity to Geo. rizzey X Son Ltd.
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122 Y, Jeorzs, Jitzroy, iz nastios ol nnland,
M9 arrivel In .ustra 111 Tuly 1°5¢ and ia 175 1’
started the sn2ddlery bisi-z2ss in “runswle< Jtreot,

-

2aploying only one uoj. In 178 he wont to
Zallarat Tor thr-t jears, then roturnc! and loce
ated himself 1n Johnston Ctreet, vhere he remalned
for two years, o ~:xt went to dcelongy there e
was 17 business for ~ine years; the cause of this
tric wos(re 7aillf73 and lortheste “Sridse) then

ratirnz? to 'elbou‘n* and openetl =13 prescat tuse-
iness ~* 240 Trunswietr Street, there ha carrles
on 7 neral hzrnass-mziting an! a wmolesale leather

and :riniecry trale,
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